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the Koyal Society of your flourishing colony, and see what a
new world is being called into existence by the talent and
energy of our countrymen. William Merivale has done
good service in smothering that grovelling and unworthy
sentiment of a few doctrinaires as to the inutility of our
colonies. I am furious when I read 'their cold and heart-
less reasoning, and I shall take good care to show at
our evening affairs how warmly the Australian colonists
support the mother country, and sympathize with it"

It was not therefore the mere spirit of curiosity which
prompted his strong desire to see Australia more thoroughly
explored.    He regarded the vast island as a boundless field
for relieving the over-peopled mother country, and looked
forward to a time   when,  before the  energy of  British
colonists, all minor difficulties would disappear, and every
fertile tract of land,, every good natural harbour, would be
made available as a starting-point for fresh enterprise in
the endeavour to connect the material riches of Australia
with the wealthy marts of the Eastern hemisphere.1   Among
the names of naturalists, politicians, poets, and other celebri-
ties given by the explorers of Australia to the mountains,
rivers, or other features of the land, that of Murchison occurs
in different and far separated regions.    Here it is a wide
county, there a bold mountain range or a broad river, which
perpetuates the name of the geographer who took so active
an interest in the opening up of the country.

African exploration had engaged in a special measure the
attention and fostering care of the Geographical Society.
In every volume of the Journal there had been papers upon

1 Op. dt. p. cxlvii.5), p. cxlvi.ted with the
